
2018-12-17  Page 1 of 2 

Friends of Finchley Way Open Space                

__________________________________________________ 

Minutes of Friends Meeting No.1 held on 17 December 2019 at 
8.00 p.m. at The Finchley Lawn Tennis Club. 
 
Present –  
 
12 local residents attended the meeting together with Roger Chapman, Chair of 
The Barnet Green Spaces Network 
 
1. Alan Douglas outlined the purpose of the meeting which was to promote better 

use of the green space known as the Finchley Way Open Space located between 

Finchley Way/Hamilton Way/Penstemon Close/Nether St.  This land was left to 

the people of Finchley in the Will of Augustus Cooper in 1939 and is managed on 

their behalf, via a trust, by the London Borough of Barnet.  The space could be 

renamed Augustus Cooper Park to honour his bequest. The aim was to ‘use it 

and not lose it’. But to achieve this we need promote increased ‘footfall’;  

raise funds for work to be done; give residents a greater say in what goes on in 

their green space; work in partnership with the council; and enthuse other 

people about the site.  The main aim of the meeting was to gather views and 

suggestions on how all parts of the Open Space could be used more effectively 

by the local community whilst preserving its value as a green space for wildlife 

and ecology.   

 

2. Suzanne King outlined the history, ownership, and evolution of the site from 

the 18th century onwards. 

 

3. The draft vision for the site and proposed constitution for the Friends of 

Finchley Way Open Space (FOFWOS) group were presented.  It was agreed that 

any comments on the draft constitution should be sent to either Alan or 

Suzanne at the email address fofwos@gmail.com. 

 

4. In discussion the following suggestions and points were made: 

 

- as a significant part of the area had been left untouched for years care 

should be taken to protect and preserve the existing ecology of the site; 

 

- it would be important to conduct a proper ecological survey before making 

any significant changes, such as clearing undergrowth.  Habitats for wildlife 

and plants need to be conserved as there is the possibility that some rare or 

scarce species are present; 

 

- various ways of arranging for an ecological survey were discussed. Full 

surveys are expensive but an initial quote should be obtained.  Organisations 

including the Barnet Green Spaces Network, the Darlands Conservation 
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Trust, the London Wildlife Trust, London Natural History Society, the RSPB, 

and Butterfly Conservation could be approached for advice. Informal advice 

had already been obtained from the Long Lane Pasture. 

 

- hedgehog detection kits could be used; 

 

- the aims and objectives for the site should include its educational value. 

Local schools should be involved and the possibility of use by a Forest School 

could be explored; 

 

- whilst playground equipment and/or adult gyms were not possible because 

of the need for frequent safety inspections it might be possible to have 

logs/tree trunks as an informal play facility.  For adults, a pitch for 

boules/petanque/boules might be an option; 

 

- creating a wildlife pond in the lower area of the site where there appears 

to be a buried water course or a spring might be possible; 

 

- the council could be asked to modify its current approach to mowing the 

grass field so that a margin is left for meadow grasses, wildflowers and 

insects.  The possibility of occasionally having some grazing animals on parts 

of the site to improve its ecology was discussed; 

 

- some of the lower branches of the trees and shrubs bordering the site (i.e. 

along Finchley Way) could be trimmed to make the site more visible. This 

might also discourage anti-social activities; 

 

- the number and accessibility of entrances to the site could be reviewed to 

help improve access; and 

 

- it is possible to apply for funds via the local councillors to fund contractors 

to do some of the work such as clearing undergrowth or pruning trees. 

 The following committee members were appointed: 

Chair: Suzanne King 

Secretary: Alan Douglas  

Treasurer:  Nicky Devlin 

Other roles: 

Events organiser: Laurence Lewis 

Fundraising: Richard Bartholomew 

Web-site design: Samuel Levy 

Drawing plans/maps:  Arlette Garcia 

 

AOB: None 

Date of next meeting: later in January, date to be confirmed 

 
 


